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nean, wh 715 Day of O- 
, 1783, an juvbe twenty 
_ . third Year of the Reign of 
King GeoRoE the Third, of 


— 


T is Ordered, That the Thanks of tllis Court be given 
to the Reverend Mr. TayLos, Chaplain to the Right 
Honorable the Lord Mayor, for his Sermon preached 
before this Court and the Liveries of the ſeveral Com- 
panies of this City, at the Pariſh- Church of Sv. Lowntnce 
Jeury, on Monday, the twenty-ninth Day of September 
laſt, before the Election of a Lord Mayor of this City 


eee and . be deſired to print the 
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THE CITY oF LONDON, 


THIS DISCOURSE 


PREACHED BEFORE THEM 


\ % 


. 


AND PUBLISHED AT THEIR REQUEST, 
IS MOST RESPECTFULLY INSCRIBED 


\ BY THEIR MUCH OBLIGED 
AND DEVOTED HUMBLE SERVANT, 


THOMAS TAYLOR. 
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# THOU 'SHALT PROVIDE OUT OF ALL. THE PEOPLE, ABLE 
MEN, SUCH- AS FEAR GOD, MEN OF TRUTH, HATING 
;NOFEEOVINRS,. AND an sven OVER PREM: Ei 
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C\UCH was the advice of Jet 1 the Prieſt of Midas, ts 
the Law-giver of the Jews ; inſti#ging him to ſettle the 
internal Government of his People, upon a plan that 

would be tall conducive to thelr, 1 and his own. com- 

fort.” $766? 132405 Oh Tu = en 15 
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The Children of Iſrael had 1 5 been delivered from the 
Egyptian yoke ; they were henceforward to be conſidered as 
a diſtin Nation, wholly independent of any. earthily' Power, 
and under the immediate juriſdiction of Heaven. Moſes by 
the expreſs appointment of God had the ſole management and 
direction of Civil Matters; he attended to complaints, decided 

controverſies, and in one word judged between man and man. 
we We | But 
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But this buſineſs, continually increaſing upon j TR bran 


equally burthenſome and tedious. Upon. this account Je- 
\ thro exhorts him to delegate ſome part of his judicial office 


to men, qualifigd, to creepy it withy fidelity ond propriety. 
** Thou ſhalt, faith he, provide out of all the people, able men, 


F 


over them.” 


Moſes, we find, followed the aivice'of. W * great 
eaſe of Himſelf and emolument of the People. 

This is the firſt appointment of Civil Magiſtrates that we meet 
with either in facred'or profane hiſtory, The application of the 


Called upon as you are now to exerciſe that mvaluable privilege 
of electing your Chief Magiſtrate, you will conſider it as a 


ſacred depoſit entruſted to your care for the good of the Came 


munity z upon the Prgper- uſe of it depends eventually the 
degree of eſtimation in which the City ſhall be held, together 
with the welfare of its Inhabitants. Eyery deviation from 
right in the conduct of the Ruler reflects ſome diſgrace upon 
thoſe who appointed him, every commendable exertion of 
power ſheds an additional degree of luſtre on his whole go- 
vernment. It will not therefore, 1 prefume, be deemed impro» 


per upon this occaſion to enlarge ſomewhat upon the qua- 


lifications neceſſary to the due diſcharge of ſuch an office: 


and theſe are preciſely enumerated in the words of the 


text. 


In 


„ 


f 


' paſſage to the purpoſe of our preſent meeting is plain and obvious. 


1 


u dhe den plsee Jethro seist Moſes 40 ptovride*® % | 
men.” Without à ptoper foundation it will be to no purpoſe 
to attempt the ſuperſtructure. In vain will you ſow the beſt 
ſeed upon barren ground; it will only mock your toil, and 
diſappoint your expectations. In other words, unleſs Men have 
hat moſt uſeful of all ſenſes, common ſenſe, and good natural 
abilities, education will avail them but little; they can ſcarcely 
wth: mos hora outage. pooh bebo 
Magiſtrate. 5 


So many are the frauds and little artifices uſed to elude 
the activity of Juſtice ; ſo difficult is it to diſtinguiſh between 
real and pretended diſtreſs, or to draw, iti every detail of 
facts, the particular line of limitation, at which Truth ends 
and Falſehood commences, that the cleareſt Judgment will 
frequently find all its ſagacity too little to prevent impoſition: . 
the good qualities of the heart, if not ſupported by thoſe of 


F erer and ab- 5 
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What, for Ltiſtakics,” is -r Aukgbig Reuliy which 
is ir Wand known by the name of Good-nature, when' un- 
diſtinguiſhingly extended to all in general? it is no longer 
| integrity of principle, but imbecility of mind; it ceaſes to be 
a virtue, and approaches very near to folly, prejudicial to the | 
Public and uſeleſs to its Owner; ſubjecting him at once to io the | 
Kun of the cance, and bow ſneer of the ee, 
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Ebbe fame, obſeryation will hold good: of another vo left 


mist quality, an unſuſpecting openneſs of temper: When 


this is not accompanied with a certain degree of prudence, it 
renders us liable to continual deceptien 3 not being upon our 


erer he attacks us. It is in the power of. the Impaſtor at any 


time to circumvent that genuine #* /fngleneſe of heart, which is 


the charzeteriſtic of the good man, unleſs the n on * 
ferpont be Joined to the i Innocence of the dove.” 


+ The children of this world are in theirs ain res the chil- 


guard againſt the Enemy, we fall an ealy prey to him When - 


dren of light. The, reaſon of this is obvious, they have a thou | 


ſand arts and ſubterfuges at hand to obtain their ends, which 
the generous candor of the virtuous man will not ſuffer him to 


employ. Againſt theſe darts of the wicked it will be in vain to 


oppole any other ſhield than that of wiſdom.. Wiſdom, true 
genuine wiſdom, whatever difficulties it may meet with, will 
. Always: in the end be. Werse to low cunning and 1 it 


If 1 natural * ſenſe and abilities be 1 to our 


conduct in general, fince without them even our; Virtues. 
cannot ſhine with their proper luſtre, how abſolutely requiſite 
is it for the Magiſtrate to be in this reſpe& the © able man!” 
placed as he is on high to be a light to all around him, if the 
light that 15 in him be darkneſs, gene 


The evils that reſult from the nies of a weak man in 


power are not confined. to himſelf, for then the grievance 


would be trifling ; they extend themſelves to every part of the 
* | Com- 
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Community over which lie has authority. So juſtly may every 
Magiſtrate addreſs his God in the words of Solomon, Ge 
ty ſervant. an unde f ſtanding heart fo judge e oe oe. 
| hn Lab 80 


05 * hs qualizien af the bend the arena is very 1 to 
thoſe, of the heart, the chief of theſe is a becoming ſenſe of 
Religion. This brings us to the next particular mentioned 1 in 
th text, that ene, ſhould be“ * ſuch as fear God.” 


No 2 ever . no Government ever coals ſubüſt 
Shane. this principle, we find it's energetic power pervading 
every ſyſtem of Heathen Legiſlation. The ideas of religion which 
the Grecian and Roman Law-givers called in to ſupport their 
civil ſanctious, plainly, ſhew their ſentiments. on this ſubject. 
Upon this firm and ſolid baſis they reared. thoſe noble fabrics 
of ſocial union and equal juſtice, which tended to civilize theic 
countrymen by checking every ſelfiſh, every violent appetite 
of Man, and by: * forth all his virtuous ape: into 
action. | Ants 


W therefore in Han . is utter „ 
of Character: ſuch an one inſtead of looking up to Divine Wiſ⸗ 
dom for direction in the execution of his office, would be too 
apt to liſten to the ſuggeſtions of human cunning, which loves 
to pervert the ways of Juſtice, and turn her broad and even 
courſe into the narrow channel of ſelf-intereſt, e 


e f. 9 gt iq 5 | 12 
Upon 


| f 6 1 
PD pon this account it 1s "hd moſt * employment, as. 
well as peculiar province of evety man in power to protect Re- 
ligion and Morality, not only from the daring inſults of ſuch” 
as © fit in the ſeat of the ſcorner,” and affect to laugh every 
good principle out of countenance ; but alſo-from the no leſs 
dangerous attacks of thoſe who ** fand in the way of finners 
and are profeſſed Infidels in practice.“ They who are placed 
in authority muſt be ſuch eee rac eee g 
in 33 


With reſpect to the ſevir e as * are called, 
which Religion is ſaid to impoſe upon the natural freedom of 
man—doth not all Society lay its members under many re- 
ſtrictions? Is not the Savage who wanders through the 
deſert a+ more free agent than the Subject of the freeſt Go» 
vernment that ever exiſted ? Is he not at liberty to commit 
every act of violence he pleaſes, without fear of puniſhment 
from any earthly tribunal ?—How far this degree of liberty be 
defirable, I leave to the conſideration of thoſe who are WY | 
enough to be advocates * it. 

d e eee eee W 

But what are theſe terrible reſtraints thus impoſed on us ? 
Religion tends as much as poſſible to reſtrain us from every 
wicked, every fooliſh action; in other words, from the 
power of injuring ourſelves or our fellow-creatures ; in ſhort, 
Religion tends to reſtrain us from WAR a bur virtue and 
happineſs. | 


On the other hand there is no Ways we derive from So- 


: ciety 


toi 


pi wh improved by it—the © charities as 


| the Ties of neighbourhood and friendſhip are ſtrengthened by 
it; the Energy of Government, the Glory of the Prince, and 
ds ae ang Aga Eo a e e/4 | 


Ae Religion and Morality devs; is « natural, and ought 
to be an inſeparable relation. Hence: it is that the next qua- 
OR OT 02 "OT? TOO TO W 
of iruth.”? 


HG ee ee LS. | 
falſehood, which makes it utterly unbecoming the character of 
Man in general; but it is -pecyharly diſgraceful to Him whoſe - 
Integrity ſhould be exemplary, in proportion to the A 0 
r ee WO ON PIT 27s 40 


- Truth io the grand baſis and comer-ſtone of all Moral Virs | 
tue; it is in its own nature fixed and immutable.—Tt bends 
not to the whim and caprice of Man, but like the word of 


God, which is a glorious . 
r 


Io preſerve therefore in all his actions an ich regard | 
for truth; with this view to proceed in one ftrait line of im- 
partiality ; unterrified by the menaces of the inſolent ; unſe- 
OE EN EE IT AOL is the duty of him 
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1 Milton, | 4 Hebrews, ir, 05 ? 
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dear relations + -of life, all derive a peculiar efficacy from tz 
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Who ib to vitidicate the 'charaBter of the Inbocent hain 
cuſed, as well as to inflict due puniſhment upon the Guilty. 
The truly juſt Magiſtrate conſiders himſelf as aconĩtable, not 
merely to the People over who he is placed, but alſo to the 
voice of God which ſpeaks to him in the dictates of his 
conſcience. The ſeat of juſtice which he fills naturally puts / 
him in mind of that tribunal in his own breaſt, where Truth, 
impartial Truth preſides. . It like wiſẽ points out to him that 
ſtill more awful judgment ſeat, before which he muſt one day 
give a ſtrict account of all his actions. Inſpired by this prin- 
ciple, he will neither do any thing unworthy of his ſtation, 
nor neglect any neceflary duty Righteouſne/,"+ as the Pro- 
phet expreſſes it, will be the * of his looms, and PRE 
MY Nl rein.. 


N. 
1 


| But the ways * Truth are 6 hoody the 0 beccmidg, * 
are lixewiſe the molt eaſy to the Magiſtrate. The path of Falſe- 
hood is ever crooked and perplexed, the delighteth not in theſtrait 
and open road, but ſtrikes off into blind intricate tracks, where - 
none can follow her without being loſt and bewildered. Ab- 
ſurd therefore and highly culpable would it be in thoſe, who 
are to detect fraud and impoſture, to become Deceivers them; 
e | 2 
Every one, that dbeth evil, hateth the light neither cometh he 1b the 
light, left his deeds ſbould be reproved. : How then are the dark 
deſigns of Villainy to be diſcovered, but by letting in the 


+ Ifaiah xi. g. 1 John ili. 20. 
ſtrong 


fired ih This * e ee l 
will WH every en wit cud e eee * 
r eee | 85 


* en lt in de u 1 fo, 
This strick regard for truth, this faihful — 
miniſtration of juſtice, may be by various means 
none more fatally than the ſordid love of lucre. 4 
% hate covetouſneſi,” not only that he ſhould avoid it as im- Fes 
apes rages ha he eee it as 18 ; 


©. ©. 


; Ioile 1 308. .: 1 iE 0 
„ aaadis* a hon <a REIN | 
aki the wower entruſted to him, merely to his own. in- 
tereſt ; the more authority he. poſſeſſes, the greater opportu- 
nity he has of plundering the Public, and enriching Himſelf: 
the ſtreams of Juſtice, which ought to flow equally pure t all, 
being thus polluted, are no longer. what e te . them, 
the Bring equity ah SEES 45 er ie oval. 


„Ad 4 blind the es of the wife, and; pervartethy the 7 
PR F the righteous.”+, It totally deprives them of the 
natural light of their underſtanding, and corrupts the ge- 
n Ho indeed ſhall that Ma- 
3 
eee e ho. 


[wil 
aul n who „e de 
opptelſors? Seen Foals bun rn & Eat“ N 
Tei is an oblarration not more common > than was! that no- 
- vontracks the hear fo much ab the love of money but 
this is by no means che whole of the miſchief, it not only | 
zrevents us from being perierous, it will not ſuffer us to be 


it makes us diſhoneſt as well as cruel; obliterating every 
% ee en Erd GR e ee 


Mui ds 11 19> Dil 


world stk 1 N 3114: 1050 
Covetouſneſt FAS WW is e with the dt 
of Him before whom the needy is brought for relief, the or- 
phan for ſupport, and the villain for puniſhment; his heart 
Truſt be free from” felfiſh- views, and all Nt N N 
N nap, ance of the Mine or te 16 Signet 01 5155 
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«Theſe We ers the tic the tanks Magiſttate 
Good Senſe improved by ſound principles of Religion, bya 
Love of Truth, and by a generous. contempt of Lucre. 
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On our part are required reſpect bie pack. bangt of bis: 
vine. and obedience to his juſt commands. He whe 
"Minifter of God to. thee for good, Auberge ye muſt needs 
be ſubjeft not only for wrath, - but alſo for \confyinnice-ſakery< | 
not merely through fear of puniſhment, but ulld from:that © 
nobler \motive within your breaſts, which tells von it is 
'equally your duty and your happineſs cs be G. umn; M3) 


n | 
The 
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3 71 11 1 
| of the Magiſtrate, elevated ird eee 


hach its peculiar dangers and dfßeulttes-- the Reſpeability d 


— 945-4 RPIT rener eee 


eee den duiy- — e eee 


every ſubotditate · Dopattment. Surely ther it is the duty f 


the ſame Public to aſſiſt Him by their co-operation; and where. 
the laws are too feeble to prevent, ar too defective to remedy 
a general evil, to ſupport the efficacy of his authority beyond 


eee e _— and the nutri Tits of niere | 
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judicial ſanctions. 


| Nen upon + RS 
to Him who fills the chair of Juſtice with propriety; His in- 


fluence ouqht to be great in proportion to the goodneſs of his 


eee the care of public eee W 
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0 che a of hen NN Welzel 
Ren of the People are alike fafe and ſexure lie em 
forges the one with 'humatiity 5 he 
firmneſs; giving both.in turn their due influegce; ant ſuffering 
neither to; encrhach. upon the other. Ever atmngive.!z)the 


eries of Diftreſs,, erer ready to maxg the moſt;cantlid/gliow: 
ances. for human frailty, ſtill he guards hin heart againſt; s 


fatal weakneſs—the. perverting Juſtice for. 


the fake r Mercyn 


and forgetting, what is. 1 5 che Public in they wactohedn 


nels of the Criminal... .,7.., +» e 0 ce 
Indeed in every end — the Rigor of the Law may pro- 


oy be Magn and Lenity be confiſtent with the welfare of 


B 2 the 


pris. the other with 
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| the Community, he rejoices in gratifying che nobleſt feelings 
of his heart ; and readily indulges that Charity which bearerh 
all things, believeth all things, boperh all. things, endureth all tbingaz. 
Add to this, that in every caſe which domes before/him, he 
humbly-wiſhes to imitate the Supreme Being, t hat inexhauſti- 
ble fountain of Juſtice, as well as W who ig ere 
alan per ſons eren. Ant (9! 1h YM I QI UT 1 dcin od 


2294.07 i de 100 ene 26 Gast on ain 


N | Suchishiagandua in times of, Tranquility, when the regular 
admpiniſtragion of juſtice: proceeds in one even pes wn 
by bee by Tyranny. net dei; 


Let ub no view him in a more criti cal ſituation iu times 
of popular Commotion, At this pang of alarm and danger 
every, faculty both of head and heart muſt be in schon. Qus- 
lities in themſelves quite oppoſite muſt unite. their exertions 
for the Public Safety—Cool judgement and warm benevolence, 
ative courage and patient forbearance muſt meet together in 
the fame * perſon ; 4 meet they will in Him whom God 
hath bleed*with Bod ſenſe "and integrity of heart. The 
| honeſt and able Phyficiarr'of the State, when called upon to 
. — of the people, can never be at à loſs 
to adapt che rethiedy to the caſe of the Patient, and the parti- 
cular ſtage of the Diſorder. Impelled by the ſenſations of Hu- 
manity, he will gladly ſeize the opportunity, when gente 
means may prove effeftual—by perſuaſion and intreaty, oy 
influence of Character and pre-eminence of Station, he will 


$3 Cor ale >>, 
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fatal Criſis arrives, when letwent [meaſures muff. give place to 
cogent ones, and Force alone can ſay to the Tumult, Sinh 
| Halt thou.come and us further, and here hal thy. waves be layed.” + 
111 +7 Kia i; Apa ien u Hit, 895 Mee 30” 


Sucli then is the GD Magiſtrate even in the moſt trying 


citaumſtances of his duty. lu the public execution of his oſſice, 
he ig firm, impartiah, humane; in the ſocial intercourſes f 


hoſpitality; he tempers dignity with caſe, and adorns _ wad 
of the Ruler with hee of the a | {Me | 
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The 8 rain bat of the moſt getierous | 
und pleaſing nature, the ſineere applauſe of bis Fellow Citi 
Zens; and, what is of infinitely greater moment, the approba- 
tion of Conſcience—happy in himſolf and beloved hy all around - 
him : ** when the car hears him, then it bleſſeth him, when the eye - 
fees him, it groeth witneſs 10 him, becauſe he delrvereth the par that = 
en ae rake that hath nene-to help him. 5 


414.910, 101 2d, tus don W116 2601 bas 5mm, 


1 5 far this eharagter, is, 18, 
_ preſent Chief Magiſtrate, I leave to the concurrent teſtimony of 


his Fellow, Citinens. This is a ſubject with which, L amn fress to 


own, Idare not truſt myſelf: the feelings of Relation, Friendſhip 
and Gratitude, might perhaps give too warm a'colouring'itb-the 


Portrait, and make the language of Ttuth appear the voice fr 


Flattery; from the te ug ae e e 
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1 Job, xxaviii, 14. 1 Ki 1. 13. * + 
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But here let it ee ee ee eee 
Magiſtrates, of this city, that their adminiſtration. of juſtice 
is conducted upon the grand - pringipleof Humanity. Phe 
Petty quarrel and litigious complaint is diſmiſſed a unworthy 
of notice; the diſpute that merits attention is heard with 
patience and adjuſted with equity': the: ritzid letter of the Law 
is made to bend, as far as/propricty-will admit, to the milder 
dictates of Compaſſion. The Vagrant, the Diſcaſed, the Maim+ 
d receive the means of relief, in proportion to — 
of their ſituations, and the preſſure of their neceſſities.” Amidſt 
that infinite variety of caſes, which continually require the 
interference of the Magiſtrate in this Populous, Opulent 
and Profligate City no juſt complaint exiſts of harſh or illiberal 
treatment, no ſhadow e ny Ram i fold 30 the 
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\ Out mane Meere Bands an es thin ber 
eee not merely for the Extenſfiveneſs of \its Com- 
merce and Magnificence of its Buildings, but for a rene 
of its Poline n IRS 4 

early, 10:40) ten 


— dd i DL Ol more W be obliged 
* obey: the civil powers, they are ſurely the Inhabitants of 
this Iſland, whoſe Conſtitution of Government is ſo accurately 
balanced: between the dangerous extremes of Abſolute Power * 
on the one hand, and of Popular Licentiouſmeſt on the other: 
where no man is above the reſtraint, or below the protection 
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of the uy which we owe to the Laws of our Country.”+ 
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© Happy ought chi Pope to be, that are in buen 1 PR 
buappy furely ſhould We be, were the returns we make nen 
„ tioned to the bleflings we enjoy. Let every one of us therefore 
nn his vocation attend to that plain precept of the Apoſtle, "a 
Which contains much ſenſe and uſeful inſtruction, 
06 Study to be quiet, and mi your own „ that is, endea-- . 

your to preſerve the peace of Society, by a faithful diſcharge _ 
n of your duty in that ſtation to he the Wiſdom of God hath 
called you. The may who doth this. eqnnot be a bad mem 
ber of the Community. The Public is one large body made. 

| up of many Weile the complexion of the Aggregate de- 
pends upon the component parts—conſequently Private Inte- 

gtity muſt ever be the grand ſource of Public Virtue. 
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bom, reren. 
euch e us is encouraged to attend tn the duties of his Ration; | 
becauſs he is ſure of reaping without diſturbano the coraforts = 
and emoluments' of it—let us praiſe the Lord for his Good-/ 
neſs, and teſtify our [Gratitude by that moſt exprefiive' of all 
methods, a chearful ollggienceits the Laws of God and Man z 
according to the - gdvice of 'the Apoſtle; us free wand tor whit = 
your likgrey for @ cloak bee, but' at the ſervants of "God: 
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